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At  the  Annual  Meeting  at  Wareham,  Dorsetshire,  July  9, 
1851, — the  Rev.  Hugh  Hictton,  A.M.,  in  the  Chair. 


Half  a  century  has  rolled  away  since  the  Society,  whose 
Anniversary  brings  us  together  at  this  time,  was  first  insti- 
tuted. The  formation  of  the  Society  was  suggested  at  the 
ordination  of  the  Rev.  Robert  Aspland,  at  Newport,  July 
21,  1801;  and  on  the  day  following  it  was  carried  into  effect. 
Of  the  five  honored  Ministers  who  assisted  at  its  establish- 
ment— the  Revs.  Dr.  Toulmin,  Robert  Aspland,  Russell 
Scott,  Joseph  Brent,  and  John  Fullagar — the  last  only  sur- 
vives ;  and  of  the  lay  gentlemen,  only  William  Mortimer, 
Esq.,  of  Newport.  It  was  the  third  Society  of  the  kind 
formed  in  England  :  the  London  and  Western  Unitarian  So- 
cieties being  instituted  in  1792.  The  Society  has  never  been 
a  very  numerous  one,  as  the  district  over  which  its  opera- 
tions extend  is  small,  compared  with  that  of  other  Societies 
now  happily  established  and  working  successfully  in  various 
parts  of  the  kingdom  :  but  it  has  not  failed  in  an  effective 
operation  within  its  own  limited  sphere.     Of  the  extent  of 
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its  usefulness  it  is  impossible  to  form  an  accurate  judgment, 
since  the  diftusion  of  religious  knowledge  by  the  perusal  of 
books  and  tracts  allows  of  no  noisy  displays — no  record  of 
public  or  private  excitements,  but,  like  the  refreshing  dew, 
exerts  an  almost  imperceptible,  though  not  the  less  certain 
and  beneficial  influence.  A  primary  object  of  this  Society 
is  to  circulate  controversial  tracts,  but  it  has  always  formed 
part  of  its  plan  to  diffuse  the  most  approved  boolis  of  Uni- 
tarian theology,  that  so  the  various  wants  of  all  classes  of 
its  subscribeis  may  be  consulted.  It  may  also  be  observed 
that  the  Catalogue  has  not  been  confined  to  controversial 
writings  in  defence  of  our  opinions,  but  has  ever  included 
such  works  as  would  improve  the  heart  and  amend  the  life, 
such  as  would  build  up  the  interests  of  religion  in  our  fami- 
lies, and  promote  vitality  in  our  churches.  With  what 
success  the  selection  has  been  made,  it  is  not  for  your 
Committee  to  pronounce ;  but  they  may  be  allowed  to 
state  that  much  time  has  always  been  devoted  to  the  exa- 
mination of  other  catalogues  likely  to  contain  suitable  works, 
and  to  advertisements  of  new  Unitarian  books,  and  that 
much  care  has  been  employed  in  preparing,  out  of  our 
small  number  of  Unitarian  publications,  such  a  variety  and 
novelty  as  may  place  before  us  all  the  religious  knowledge 
within  our  reach.  They  think  it  would  probably  be  found, 
were  this  a  point  of  easy  investigation,  that  the  number  of 
religious  books  thus  distributed  by  your  Society,  had  con- 
tributed their  share  to  preserve  and  strengthen  some  tone  of 
religious  feeling  in  the  neighbourhood  ;  and  had  supplied  a 
want  which  would  be  severely  felt  were  its  operations  not 
sustained  with  some  degree  of  vigor.  They  believe  that 
many  an  inquirer  upon  religious  subjects  has  had  his  views 
rendered  clearer  by  the  tracts  you  have  circulated,  and  they 
would  fain  hope  that  many  a  sinner  has  been  reformed,  and 
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many  a  mourner  comforted,  by  the  representations  you  have 
made  of  the  life-giving  influence  of  the  truths  of  the  Gospel. 
And  the  2^rospect  of  the  future  usefulness  of  the  Society  is 
greater  than  it  has  ever  yet  been.  The  world  is  still  largely 
in  need  of  that  uncorrupted  religious  instruction  which  this 
Society  was  instituted  to  supply.  It  were  folly,  it  were 
treachery  to  our  cause  to  fold  our  hands  as  if  we  had  accom- 
plished our  part  in  this  labor  of  love  :  let  us  listen  to  no  plea 
of  idleness  or  lukewarmness,  no  grudge  of  the  paltry  sum 
which  is  contributed  to  this  work  of  enlightenment,  but  go 
on  earnestly  and  zealously,  knowing  that  it  is  our  duty  to 
"cast  our  bread  upon  the  waters."  Not  only  have  the  large 
proportion  of  England's  homes,  homes  professedly  Chris- 
tian, yet  to  learn  the  pure  doctrine  of  Christ  in  which  we 
glory — being  ignorant  almost  of  our  very  name,  but  in  one 
important  department  of  your  Society's  operations — the  fur- 
nishing of  works  which  shall  recal  the  sinner  to  purity  and 
peace,  and  raise  up  the  mourner  and  the  down-trodden,  an 
almost  boundless  field  of  Christian  enterprize  lies  before 
you.  Numerous  too  are  the  dark  spots  around  us  in  which 
infidelity  prevails  to  a  fearful  extent,  where  your  Society 
might  be  of  the  greatest  blessing,  if  its  members  were  more 
numerous,  and  more  awake  to  the  duty  of  employing  the 
publications  in  your  Catalogue  to  exhibit  the  evidences  of 
our  faith,  and  promote  the  healthful  influences  of  religion. 
The  present  state  of  the  Christian  world,  rent  into  so  many 
sects  and  parties,  and  the  excitements  of  inquiry  consequent 
upon  it,  furnish  a  strong  motive  to  invite  attention  to  our 
distinctive  views  by  the  distribution  of  books  and  tracts. 
Nor  in  estimating  the  capabihties  of  your  Society's  useful- 
ness, should  we  leave  out  of  view,  the  greater  cheapness  of 
books  arising  out  of  the  increased  number  of  readers,  which 
renders  the  press  far  more  available  than  it  has  ever  yet  been 
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for  reaching  the  masses  of  mankind.  To  meet  the  demands 
of  the  age  for  cheap  Hterature  of  difterent  kinds,  many  So- 
cieties have  sprung  into  existence  of  late  years, — furnishing 
food  to  the  pubhc  often  of  a  most  sahitary,  sometimes  of  a 
baleful  kind.  But  who  shall  supply  the  thirst  for  sound 
biblical  information  which  jour  Society  was  organised  to 
meet,  if  you  withold  your  efforts  from  the  important  work? 
Who  shall  proclaim  the  glorious  truth  in  all  its  pristine 
power,  that  "this  is  life  eternal,  to  know  Thee,  the  only  true 
God,  and  Jesus  Christ  whom  Thou  has  sent,"  if  you  slacken 
your  labors  ?  Who  shall  urge  on  the  duty  of  free  inquiry 
in  religion's  holy  cause,  or  set  forth  Christian  morality  on 
'its  own  sure  foundations,  if  you  "grow  weary  in  well-doing?" 

Your  Committee  do  not  generally  consider  it  desirable  to 
introduce  into  your  Report  topics  that  would  divert  the 
thoughts  from  the  main  object  for  which  we  are  assembled, 
aware  how  very  rarely  as  a  religious  body  we  meet  together, 
and  how  scant  the  time  we  devote  to  the  promotion  of 
Christian  truth  ;  but  there  is  one  subject  this  year  which  de- 
mands our  consideration  on  the  broad  interests  of  morality, 
for  it  is  one  which  challenges  us  as  children  of  the  great  God 
and  Father  of  the  whole  human  race — one  which  is  and 
ought  to  be  painfully  exciting  and  interesting  to  us.  The 
state  of  sorrow  and  indignation  into  which  we,  as  professing 
Christians,  have  been  thrown  by  the  passing  of  the  Fugitive 
Slave  Law  in  the  United  States,  calls  from  this  meeting  such 
an  expression  of  feeling  as  may  help  to  awaken  our  brethren 
in  America  to  a  full  sense  of  its  atrocity,  and  stimulate  them 
to  retrace  their  steps  and  pursue  the  course  imperatively 
dictated  by  justice  and  humanity.  Jealous  however  of  aught 
that  may  have  the  semblance  of  a  persecuting  spirit,  and 
mindful  of  the  free  and  independent  constitution  of  the  Eng- 
lish Presbyterian  and  General  Baptist  churches,  your  Com- 


5 

niittee  do  not  feel  themselves  at  liberty  to  recommend  a 
resolution  for  the  exclusion  of  those  American  brethren  from 
our  pulpits,  who  have  not  openly  taken  part  in  opposition  to 
the  Fugitive  Slave  Law  :  deeming  it  to  be  the  right  of  the 
Ministers  of  our  churches  to  decide  in  every  such  crisis  for 
themselves ;  but  they  warmly  recommend  a  strong  and  in- 
dignant protest,  as  a  body  of  Christians,  against  this 
iniquitous  law,  which  violates  every  sentiment  of  Nature, 
every  principle  of  Christianity,— and  also  an  expression  of 
cordial  sympathy  with  those  true-hearted,  noble  spirits, 
who  have  recorded  their  intention  both  in  word  and  deed  to 
oppose  this  measure  as  a  direct  violation  of  the  Law  of  God. 
They  consider  that  such  representation  to  our  American 
brethren  should  be  made  in  the  spirit  of  heartfelt  sorrow  and 
affectionate  remonstrance  (for  are  we  not  liable  ourselves 
to  err?)  but  at  the  same  time  with  a  distinctness  of  expres- 
sion which  shall  manifest  that,  with  English  Unitarians,  the 
Fugitive  Slave  Law  is  regarded  with  horror,  as  casting  its 
deep  shadow  of  guilt  over  the  whole  length  and  breadth  of 
the  United  States,  and  inculpating  every  individual  who  does 
not  protest  against  its  dread  iniquity  ;  sorrowing  most  espe- 
cially that  in  future  no  spot  in  America  will  be  the  land  of 
the  free. 

In  conclusion,  your  Committee  would  direct  your  attention 
to  a  grievance  in  our  own  country  which  has  lately  attracted 
public  attention  (especially  in  the  South  of  England) — the 
case  of  Clergymen  of  the  Church  of  England  refusing  to 
bury  Dissenters  in  the  parochial  church-yard  :  an  instance 
of  which  occurred  during  the  last  year  at  Chichester.  They 
suggest  the  desirableness  of  a  petition  to  the  Legislature, 
praying  that  Dissenters  may  have  the  privilege  of  burying 
their  dead   according  to  their  own  views  of  propriety,    both 
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as  to  doctrine  and  ceremony  (in  the  church-yards)  without 
anv  clerical  interference  ;  or  that  redress  should  be  afforded 
them  in  any  way  which  may  appear  to  the  Legislature  most 
expedient. 

The  Report  of  the  Finances  is  as  follows  : — 

£    s.    d. 
Balance  in  hand  last  year,  18     0 

Subscriptions  and  Sale  of  Books,  17     3  10 


Purchase  of  Books  &  Tracts  as 

by  Mr.  Whitfield's  Bill, 
Mr.  Yelf's  Bill  for  Catalogues, 
Mr.  Branilon's  do.  for  Report, 
Incidental  Expenses, 


18  11 

10.. 

.18  11   10 

13  11 

1 

2     3 

6 

0  13 

9 

0  12 

0 

17     0 

4. 

.17     0     4 

Balance  in  hand,         -         -         -         -         £1116 

In  delivering  up  their  trust  into  your  hands.  Your  Com- 
mittee cannot  but  feel  deeply  the  devout  call  which  the  con- 
sideration of  the  lapse  of  half  a  century  from  the  formation 
of  our  Society  makes  upon  us  for  lively  gratitude  to  the  Su- 
preme Disposer  of  Events,  for  any  measure  of  success  which 
has  attended  the  humble  exertions  of  the  Society;  as  well 
as  for  serious  reflection  on  the  duty  of  future  increased 
effort.  They  would  bring  to  their  remembrance  the  cha- 
racters of  those  pious  and  esteemed  men  who,  at  its  estab- 
lishment, stood  boldly  forward  in  defence  of  their  religious 
sentiments,  and  are  now  passed  to  their  reward  ;  and  they 
would  respectfully  urge  upon  those  who  have  succeeded  to 
their  labors,  to  regard  their  efforts  but  as  the  starting-point 
to   further  progress.       They  trust  that  this  anniversary  will 
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be  one  productive  of  ardent  piety  and  zeal,  as  well  as  of 
heartfelt  sympathy  and  brotherly  communion,  remembering 
whose  disciples  we  are  ;  and  that  the  various  services  and 
engagements  of  the  day  will  be  crowned  with  the  Divine 
blessing. 


The  following  are  copies  of  the  Resolutions  passed  at  the 
Meeting,  and  referred  to  in  the  Report: — 

The   Rev.  A.M.  Walker  moved,  and  John  Brown,  esq. 
seconded,  "That  the  Report  be  adopted  and  printed." 

The  Rev.  J.  FuUagar  moved,  and  F.  Filliter,  esq.  seconded, 

"  That  the  best  thanks  of  the  Meeting  he  presented  to  the  Rev.  Ed- 
ward Tagart  for  his  admirable  and  instractive  discourse." 

The  Rev.  E.  Kell  moved,  and  the  Rev.  J.  Porter  seconded, 

"  That  this  Meeting,  regarding  Slavery  as  an  open  violation  of  the 
eternal  laws  of  God,  and  of  the  inalienable  rights  of  Man,  views 
with  the  deepest  horror  the  enactment  of  the  recent  Fugitive  Slave 
Law,  as  tending  to  prolong  and  aggravate  that  enormous  evil,  involv- 
ing in  its  guilt  that  portion  of  the  United  States  hitherto  regarded  as 
the  Land  of  the  Free  :  and  it  embraces  this  opportunity  of  expressing 
the  warmth  of  its  sympathy  with  those  brethren  of  the  same  pure  faith 
in  America  who  have  so  nobly  come  forward  to  avow  their  resolution 
to  suffer  the  penalty  of  the  Law  rather  than  comply  with  its  cruel  and 
unholy  requisitions  :  with  its  earnest  prayer  that  they  may  be  sup- 
ported, in  their  arduous  struggle  in  favor  of  human  rights,  by  that  All 
gracious  Being  who,  though  he  may  subject  his  servants  to  much  tribu- 
lation, will,  we  are  assured,  ahimdantly  recompense  every  work  of  faith 
and  labor  of  love." 

Mr.  Bishop  moved.   Rev.  A.M.  Walker  seconded, 

"  That  this  Resolution  be  transmitted  to  the  Rev.  Samuel  May,  jun., 
of  Boston,  U.S.,  with  the  request  that  he  will  communicate  its  con- 
tents to  the  brethren  who  have  co-operated  with  them  in  the  same 
righteous  cause." 

The  Rev.  J.  Fullagar  moved,  and  the  Rev.  A  M.  Walker 

seconded,  "That  the  following  Petition  be  presented  to  the 

two  branches  of  the  Legislature  :— 
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"Tlie  following  Petition  of  the  members  and  friends  of  the 
Southern  Unitarian  Society,  sheweth  :  That  your  Petitioners  have 
heard  with  deep  regret,  that  a  Clergyman  of  the  city  of  Chichester, 
the  Rev.  Jarvis  Kenriek,  lately  refused  to  read  the  burial-service  ovor 
the  remains  of  the  Rev.  Edward  Parsons,  a  Dissenting  Minister,  on 
the  sole  ground  that  he  was  a 'Separatist'  and  had  been  a  ' Teacher 
among  Separatists :'  and  that  Mr.  Kenriek  did  the  same  in  regard  to 
Jane  Rogers,  a  young  woman  whose  body  was  taken  out  of  the  canal, 
though  the  coroner's  inquest  on  the  body,  after  a  minute  investigation, 
returned  a  verdict  of  '  insanity.' 

"  That  as  it  appears  to  your  petitioners,  from  the  declaration  of 
the  above  case  made  by  the  Bishop  of  Chichester  himself,  that  a  bi- 
shop has  no  constraining  power  to  prevent  clergymen  from  so  acting 
. — and  as  the  expenses  incurred  in  obtaining  redress  are  beyond  the 
means  of  many  persons  to  command,  a  clergyman  so  acting  (though 
amenable  to  certain  penalties),  may  act  so  with  almost  impunity  :  and 
that  as  Dissenters  cannot  in  all  places  have  their  own  cemeteries,  an 
alteration  in  the  present  law  is  absolutely  required. 

"  That  your  Petitioners  earnestly  entreat  your  Honorable  House 
to  take  this  matter  into  your  early  consideration ;  and  to  enact  that,  as 
Dissenters  are  required  to  contribute  to  the  support  of  the  National 
Church;  the  churchyards  may  be  open  to  Dissenting  Ministers  to  bury 
their  dead  therein,  using  their  own  service  without  any  let.or  hindrance 
whatever ;  or  that  efficient  relief  may  be  given  in  the  case,  in  this  or 
any  other  way  that  may  appear  most  fitting  to  your  Honorable  House." 

Rev.  Jas.  M'Dowell  proposed,  Mr.  J.  Darby  seconded, 

"  That  this  Petition  be  entrusted  for  presentation  to  the  House  of 
Lords  by  the  Duke  of  Richmond,  and  to  the  House  of  Commons  by 
R.B.  Osborne,  Esq." 

Rev.  E.  Tagart  moved.  Rev.  A.M.  Walker  seconded, 
"  That  the  best  thanks  of  this  Meeting  be  presented  to  the  Secretary, 
the  Rev.  E.Kcll,  and  the  Committee,   for  their  services  during  the 
past  year :  and  that  they  be  requested  to  continue  in  ofBce  dm-ing  the 
year  ensuing." 

Rev.  E.  Kell   moved,  F.  Filliter,  esq.  seconded,  "That 
the  best  thanks  of  the  Meeting  be  given  to  the  Chairman." 

EDMUND   KELL,    Secretary. 

Printed  by  H.  Brannou,  Wootton,  for  the  S.U.  Society. 
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